We are delighted to bring you this first issue of SoSyM for 2020! Over the past year, SoSyM has achieved many new milestones. As reported in the next section, the SoSyM Impact Factor has increased by almost a full point, to its highest historical level and the number of downloads continues to rise. This suggests that the journal remains very healthy and that the software systems and modeling research community continues to thrive! A very important step was taken in 2019 to reduce the backlog of papers that were accepted, but were awaiting assignment of a formal volume and page numbers down to the theoretically possible minimum. Springer agreed to publish at an accelerated rate to reduce this backlog to a level where we can publish future papers in the next open issue after typesetting is complete.
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The review time was also reduced over the past year, but we strive to continue to make improvements in this area. As noted at the end of this editorial, there is a large community of volunteers who assist in reviewing for SoSyM. We rely on their efforts to assist in the review process, and we look toward expanding the pool of available reviewers.
One of our goals for the next year is to also broaden the geographical diversity of submissions. Presently, the largest number of submissions comes from Europe and North America. We plan to report in future editorials the creation of an Ambassadors Board, who will endeavor to inform international researchers about the potential for publishing their research in SoSyM.
2019 Summary statistics
The six SoSyM issues published in 2019 contained 74 Regular papers, 2 Overview papers, 32 Special Section papers, 17 Theme Section papers, 2 Expert Voices, and 8 Guest Editorials. In total, 3614 pages were published in volume 18.
We are very happy to report that the Impact Factor for SoSyM over the past year increased again to 2.660 (previously at 1.722 in 2018). This is the highest Impact Factor since the inception of SoSyM, which we believe offers evidence to the growing interest in software and systems modeling as a research discipline and to SoSyM's important role in the modeling research community. Also, the number of paper downloads continued to increase. In 2018, SoSyM papers were downloaded 93,033 times, which is more than four times as high when compared to the downloads in 2010. (There were 20,267 downloads in 2010.) We do not yet have the final number of downloads for 2019, but there were already 72,344 downloads by July 2019. Therefore, we expect that the total number of paper downloads for 2019 will be another record year.
The acceptance rate in 2019 was 22.5%, which is a respectable rate for a high-quality journal such as SoSyM. The average time from submission to the final decision (accept or reject) has been reduced to 128 days (138 days in 2018).
SoSyM's ten-year most influential paper awards
MODELS 2019, held in Munich, Germany, in September 2019, provided another opportunity to recognize the most influential SoSyM papers from the past 10 years during the banquet dinner. The selection was based on the ISI citation index among papers published in SoSyM 10 years ago (2009) . More information about the awards can be found at: http://www.sosym .org/award s/. The SoSyM 2019 "Ten-year most influential Regular paper award" was given to:
Marcello La Rosa, Wil M. P. van der Aalst, Marlon Dumas, and Arthur H. M. ter Hofstede, "Questionnaire-based variability modeling for system configuration", In: Journal on Software and Systems Modeling (SoSyM), Volume 8, Issue 2, pp. 251-274, Springer, April 2009. https ://doi.org/10.1007/s1027 0-008-0090-3.
The SoSyM 2019 "Ten-year most influential Theme Section paper award" was given to:
Karsten Ehrig, Jochen Malte Kuester, and Gabriele Taentzer, "Generating instance models from meta models", In: Journal on Software and Systems Modeling (SoSyM), Volume 8, Issue 4, pp. 479-500, Springer, September 2009. https ://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s1027 0-008-0095-y.
SoSyM's journal-first papers at MODELS 2019
We have established a continuous collaboration between SoSyM and the MODELS conference in organizing the SoSyM "Journal-First" opportunity, which enables authors of recent SoSyM papers to present their work across the core conference sessions at MODELS. Through this collaboration, selected SoSyM authors have the opportunity to reach a broader audience to present their work. This also benefits the MODELS conference program by including research talks that explore more depth through analytical and empirical evidence than that can be presented in a traditional conference submission. We look forward to continued collaboration with the MODELS conference to partner in recognizing the outstanding work of the software and systems modeling research community. At MODELS 2018, four articles were presented. At MODELS 2019, we were able to increase this number to seven articles that were accepted during the previous year (from July 2018 through June 2019). The SoSyM "Journal-First" papers presented at MODELS 2019 were the following: 
Reviewers in 2019
A strong research community depends on the efforts of volunteers who help serve as reviewers. The software and systems modeling community has always risen to the request for help from SoSyM. We appreciate all of the help that the reviewers provided in service to the modeling community! We would also like to offer special recognition to the following reviewers, who were recommended as the SoSyM Best Reviewers of 2019, based on the technical depth and feedback provided to authors over the past year-congratulations! We will send a certificate of recognition to each of the following reviewers:
Alexander Bock, Diego Calvanese, Gregor Engels, Erik Ernst, Dirk Fahland, Nicolas Hili, Kyriakos Kritikos (two separate nominations), Jeffrey Parsons, Rolf-Helge Pfeiffer, Jose Proenca, and Paul Temple.
Below is a list of those who reviewed one or more papers for the journal in the last year. The complete list of reviewers can also be found on our Web site http://www.sosym .org/ peopl e/.
